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FILEY TOWN COUNCIL

THE LAWNS CEMETERY
Regulations & Conditions

The Lawns Cemetery, Padbury Avenue, Filey, North Yorkshire.
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Introduction
We respect the rights and needs of the individual and have therefore prepared these
regulations with a balance that will enable us to manage the Lawns Cemetery effectively
and maintain the highest possible standards without placing unnecessary restrictions on
individual choices.
These rules and regulations apply to:
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The Lawns Cemetery, Padbury Avenue, Filey
We aim to provide the highest possible standards of care, choice and dignity to those who
suffer bereavement and to create and maintain an environment where the bereaved can pay
their respects and remember loved ones in the ways they feel most appropriate.
To assist with this we request that all visitors to the Lawns Cemetery follow these
regulations.
Please be aware that the Town Council reserve the right to change these regulations from
time to time and that compliance with any changes is requested.

Administration
In order for an interment of either a burial or cremated remains to take place in the Lawns
Cemetery all relevant administration documents must be completed to the satisfaction of the
Burial Authority.
Please contact Filey Town Council, Council Offices, 52A Queen Street, Filey who will be
pleased to offer advice and guidance as to the relevant documentation required.
Tel: 01723 514498
Email: mail@fileytowncouncil.co.uk or dtc@fileytowncouncil.co.uk
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General Regulations
Vehicles

For safety purposes the speed limit within the grounds of The Lawns Cemetery is 5 mph.
Vehicular access is available to the Contractor and for the purpose of funeral hearses and
associated vehicles accompanying the funeral party.
Adequate parking is available around the roadway just outside the cemetery gates; please
leave the entrance to the cemetery clear for any funeral vehicles to access the cemetery.
Black Cemetery cones will be displayed at times when funerals are to be held.

Children

For safety purposes children under the age of 12 years are only allowed in the grounds of
the cemetery accompanied by and under the care of a responsible adult.

Dogs

A local bye-law prohibits all dogs, except guide and hearing dogs.

Gratuities

Please be aware that Council staff and Contractors engaged by the Town Council are not
allowed to receive gratuities, tips or any other gift.

Scale of fees and charges
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A list of scale of fees and charges may be obtained from
Filey Town Council, Council Offices, 52a Queen Street, Filey, North Yorkshire. YO14 9HE
and are displayed on the Town Councils website
http://www.fileytowncouncil.co.uk/lawnscemetery.html

Fresh water facility

For those wishing to place fresh flowers on their family graves, there is a fresh water tap
situated on the southern boundary of the cemetery.
Dead flowers, litter and other rubbish should be placed in the receptacle provided, of which
there are several within the cemetery grounds.

Interment
Charges on grave

Please note that no interment will be allowed in any grave for which an unpaid charge is
outstanding

Interment papers

To ensure that the Council Administration Staff have sufficient time to make the necessary
arrangements with our contractors for an interment we request that a correctly completed
Interment Notice is delivered to Filey Town Council at the Council Offices giving as much
time as possible.
No interment will be allowed until the Disposal Certificate has been produced.

Bearers

The Funeral Director is responsible for arranging sufficient bearers to carry and lower the
coffin in a safe and dignified manner taking into account the weight of the deceased.
We understand that family members and mourners often wish to assist with this and we
respect that decision. We do ask you to be aware, however, that any mourners that do
assist with the bearing or lowering of a coffin do so at their own risk.

Coffins

Please be aware that no coffin can be opened for any reason once it is in The Lawns
Cemetery.
We accept coffins of wood, wicker or cardboard for interment in any section of our cemetery.
We do not accept uncoffined bodies at the Lawns Cemetery, the nearest cemetery for this
service is Woodlands Cemetery, Woodlands Drive, Scarborough, North Yorkshire.
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Interment fee

Please be aware that in addition to the fee charged for the Exclusive Right of Burial an
Interment Fee for opening and closing the grave is charged. The Interment Fee is charged
every time the grave is opened for an interment and the level of the fee depends on the
depth of the grave to be opened.

Types of graves

Three types of grave are available at the Lawns Cemetery, Filey.
Purchased Grave
A purchased grave (sometimes referred to as a private grave) is one where the Exclusive
Right of Burial has been purchased and will be excavated to a depth which will allow the
eventual interment of one or two coffins. Cremated remains can, as well as coffins be
interred in this type of grave.
Cremated Remains Grave
This is a purchased grave which allows up to six cremated remains.
Child’s Grave
This section at the Lawns Cemetery, Filey is for purchased graves that are slightly shorter
than normal and are for the interment of children. These graves are only excavated to a
depth which will allow one interment but cremated remains may also be interred.

Cremated Remains Caskets and Urns

Please be aware that cremated remains will only be interred in a wooden or cardboard
casket, or metal urn. Cremated remains cannot be interred in any non-degradable container
(e.g. plastic, glass etc.). The Council does not permit any containers or planting to be
inserted into the Inner Circle of the Cemetery.
Cremated remains may be scattered on the Lawns Cemetery Inner Circle and if desired a
bronze plaque may be purchased from the Town Council to be erected to the edge of the
Inner Circle by the Council’s contractors.
Alternatively cremated remains may be strewn at the foot of a memorial tree or rose bush
which can be purchased from Filey Town Council, Memorial Trees are usually planted along
the cemetery boundary and Memorial rose bushes in designated rose beds in the cemetery.

Exclusive Right of Burial

Please be aware that when a grave in the Lawns Cemetery is purchased, what the
purchaser is actually buying is the Exclusive Right of Burial for a period of 100 years which
may be renewed for a further period on expiry.
The purchaser is not buying the grave freehold and will not own any land. He or she has
purchased the right to determine who may be buried in the grave and whose cremated
remains may be strewn on or interred in the grave. Once cremated remains have been
strewn on a grave no further interments may be interred in/on the grave.
The Exclusive Right of Burial can only be purchased by a single individual and the fee
charged is detailed in the scale of fees and charges.
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Times of Interments

All interments must take place between the hours of 10 am and 3 pm on weekdays.
Funerals will not be allowed on Saturdays, Sundays, Good Friday, Christmas Day and all
Bank Holidays.
The time fixed for the interment is that at which the procession is due at the cemetery, and
such time must be strictly observed.
Filey Town Council as the Burial Authority will have a representative in attendance at each
interment to oversee that correct procedures are adhered to.

Funeral Directors

On entering The Lawns Cemetery gates Funeral Directors and their staff fall within the
general regulations, conditions and procedures, laid down by The Town Council as do all
personnel supplying services upon all its sites and in the interest of public safety.
As with any other contractor the permit to work procedures apply. This is to ensure that the
provision of service expected by The Town Council is of the highest standard both in quality,
dignity and safety. If these standards do not meet The Town Council’s expectations then the
permit to work will be revoked until such time as The Town Council sees fit or the supplier of
the service can demonstrate an improvement.
Funeral directors can be requested to tender their risk assessments, safe systems of work
and staff training information together with their public liability certificates.
The Town Council prides itself in the overall appearance of the cemetery grounds and the
easy access to all sections via the planned walkways. Funeral Directors and their staff
should note that these walkways have been designed as traditional processional routes for
any cortege accessing the various sections, and no other route is allowed. Please refer to
coloured coded site map.
No person shall be allowed to distribute or give any form of advertisement, or offer any
article for sale in The Lawns Cemetery.
The Funeral Director must inform the Filey Town Council of the type of coffin to be used for
the interment ie standard wood coffin or extra wide coffin, casket, wicker or cardboard coffin.
Information of the weight of the deceased will also be required and also the number of coffin
straps to be used.
Would Funeral Directors please note that Filey Town Council upholds the traditional form of
burial whereby the foot of the coffin is interred facing east, irrespective of which way the
memorial stone faces.

Contractors and others

The appointed contractor for grounds maintenance of The Lawns Cemetery Filey (including
Grave Digging) should submit their documentation to The Town Clerk, Filey Town Council,
52a Queen Street, Filey, North Yorkshire. YO14 9HE. In accordance with the contract
specification.
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All other contractors carrying out work at The Lawns Cemetery should be requested to
submit their risk assessments, safe systems of work, public liability insurance certificates
and proof of competence. Permit to work procedures apply. This is to ensure that the
service engaged by the Town Council is of the highest standard in quality and safety. If
these standards do not meet The Town Councils expectations then the permit to work will
be revoked until such time as The Town Council sees fit or the supplier of the service can
demonstrate an improvement.
Please forward all documentation to:
The Town Clerk, Filey Town Council, Council Offices, 52A Queen Street, Filey YO14 9HE
Telephone Number 01723 514498 email: mail@fileytowncouncil.co.uk

Opening of graves for interment

Please be aware that a grave which an Exclusive Right of Burial applies can only be opened
with written permission of the registered owner of the exclusive right unless the interment is
to be that of the registered owner.
If the registered owner has died then the Exclusive Right of Burial must be transferred; no
excavation will be carried out until a transfer or assignment declaration has been received
and a new grave deed issued by Filey Town Council.
Please note that all excavations for interments and closing of the grave following interments
can only be carried out by persons or contractors employed by Filey Town Council.
It should also be noted that from time to time the soil excavated from one grave which is
readied for an interment may be laid on an adjacent grave but we try to ensure this is for a
short a time as possible.

Length of notice

To ensure we have the necessary time to make the arrangements for an interment, the
length of notice required is normally four working days excluding bank holidays for a single
or double depth grave.
If the ownership of the Exclusive Right of Burial requires clarification then additional time
may be required. Please note that if the grave is to be brick lined a further two day notice will
be required.

Alternative grave services
Alternative grave services such as

Unpurchased Grave
An unpurchased grave (sometimes referred to as a common or public grave)
Uncoffined Bodies
Uncoffined bodies are not interred at the Lawns Cemetery Filey.
Meadow Grave
A meadow burial is an option for burial in a more natural environment.
The above alternative grave services are not available at the Lawns Cemetery Filey.
The nearest cemetery offering these services would be Woodlands Cemetery,
Woodlands Drive, Scarborough, North Yorkshire.YO12 6NQ. Tel 01723 372652
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Cemetery Memorials
General conditions

Please be aware that at the end of the grave is a 914 mm x 457 mm (3’0’’x1’6’’) border
where a memorial may be placed. The grave owner is responsible for looking after this
area, so that a neat and tidy appearance can be maintained, the Town Council reserve the
right to remove anything that encroaches on the grave and other adjacent areas, including
all forms of memorabilia. The Town Council does not permit any shrubs, trees, bushes,
plants or bulbs to be planted on/adjacent to memorials and these will be removed by the
Town Council’s contractors without prior consultation, but free standing flower containers
and small pot plants are permissible on the memorial plinth.
Please note that no memorial is allowed on any other portion of the grave.
The erection of new memorials, renovation of existing memorials and addition of inscriptions
to memorials is carefully controlled by the Town Council to ensure that:~
a) The work is only carried out with written authority of the registered owner of the
Exclusive Right of Burial.
b) All memorials comply with the Town Councils regulations and work is carried out in a
manner that will ensure that all Health and Safety legislation is adhered to.

Right to Erect a Memorial
The Right to Erect a Memorial is included within the Exclusive Right of Burial Fee and the
charges are detailed in the scale of fees and charges, which are displayed on the Town
Council’s website http://www.fileytowncouncil.co.uk/lawnscemetery.html Any memorial
erected may remain in place for the duration of the period of the Exclusive Right to Burial
providing it is deemed to be safe.
The cemetery management of Filey Town Council reserve the right to remove any broken or
unsafe memorial, every effort will be made to contact the purchaser whose responsibility it
will be to undertake the cost of repair.
If the purchaser is not prepared to cover the cost of repair or the purchaser is unable to be
traced then the cemetery management will remove the memorial.

Alternative or Additional Memorial

THE LAWNS CEMETERY
Page 10

The following memorials are for a period of thirty years and inclusive of maintenance
required for that period. Filey Town Council has no responsibility for damage or
replacement.
Bronze plaque on stone kerb of inner circle
Memorial Rose Bush with bronze plaque in existing rose beds
Memorial Tree with bronze plaque on southern and western boundaries

Application for Memorial work

The permission of the Town Council is required before any memorial
may be erected, renovated ; or removed permission is also necessary for additional
inscriptions to be inscribed.
Filey Town Council reserves the right to refuse or vary any inscription which is considered
unsuitable.
Permission for any of the above may be sought by completing the appropriate form, which is
available from Filey Town Council, 52a Queen Street, Filey North Yorkshire. YO14 9HE,
and local Monumental Masons.

Approved Monumental Masons

For safety purposes we only allow memorial work to be carried out by Approved
Monumental Masons, who must have public liability insurance and agree to adhere to the
code of Working Practice as issued by the National Association of Monumental Masons and
abide by the Town Council regulations.

Memorial work

Please be aware that no memorial work may be undertaken without written permission from
the Town Council.
Please also be aware that any memorial work can only be carried out between the hours of
9.00 am to 4.30 pm. Monday to Friday and advanced notice of the day and time of work
must be given to the staff at Filey Town Council. It may be that a member of the staff will be
present to check the work.

Charge on grave

No memorial work will be allowed on any grave for which an unpaid charge is outstanding.

Types of Memorials

In order to give the best possible choice we allow most designs of memorials in The Lawns
Cemetery, Filey, although memorials with surrounding kerbs are not allowed. however
height restrictions do apply.
Grave Memorials
A maximum height of 762mm (2ft 6inches) and a width of 609mm (2ft 0inches). The plinth
on which the memorial is fixed is a standard 4 inches this would bring the overall height to
2ft 10 inches,
Cremated Remains Memorials
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A maximum height of 685mm (2ft 3inches) and a width of 609mm (2ft 0inches). The plinth
on which the memorial is fixed is a standard 76mm (3 inches) this would bring the overall
height to 762mm (2ft 6inches)
The reason for having restrictions on height is to minimise the effect of toppling and to
comply with health and safety requirements. Please note any memorial erected in The
Lawns Cemetery must be of naturally quarried stone.

Maintenance of memorials

Please be aware that all memorials erected in the Lawns Cemetery are erected at the
owners risk and it is advisable for them to be insured against damage; the responsibility of
maintaining a memorial in a safe condition rests with the owner of the memorial.
The Town Council will inspect each memorial in the Lawns Cemetery periodically to ensure
its stability and the owner will be responsible for any repairs or maintenance. If any required
work is not carried out within one month of the owner being notified the Town Council
reserves the right to remove the memorial and cancel the remaining term.
We ask all registered owners to be aware that memorials are erected at their own risk and it
is their responsibility to keep memorials in a good, safe condition. The Town Council cannot
accept any liability for making good of any damaged or fallen memorials.
Please understand that the Town Council reserves the right to re-fix, move, line up or
otherwise alter the position of any memorial as may be required.

Non-compliance with Regulations

The Town Council in exercising its powers under these regulations will follow the following
procedure where non-compliance with the regulations has occurred.
1. Before any action is taken with regard to the removal of any memorial or object that
is considered to be in-contravention of these regulations. The Town Council will
notify the grave holder in writing of the Town Councils intentions at their last known
address.
2. One month’s notice of any intended action will be given.
3. The grave holder will have the right to appeal against any decision made. In the first
instance this will be to the Town Clerk, Filey Town Council, 52a Queen Street
Filey, North Yorkshire YO14 9H any appeal should be in writing.
4. If the grave holder is still not satisfied with the outcome then they will be given the
opportunity to have the matter considered by the Property Committee of the Town
Council.

Communication

Burial authorities must have rules and regulations to control their burial grounds, however
they should be seen as fair and equitable at all times. They must be easily understood by all
who read them and not too complicated.
Good communication is the key component in ensuring that other professional bodies such
as the Clergy, Funeral Directors, Monumental Masons and Grave Diggers know what those
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regulations are just as the Burial authority would want to know of any concerns they may
have in not being able to adhere to any of the regulations in full.
Filey Town Council as the Burial Authority is eager to foster better communications amongst
other professional bodies; in an effort toward this the authority will from time to time promote
joint meetings.

Lawns Cemetery Plan

This booklet was produced by Filey Town Council in June 2013 (revised in October 2013
and revised in October 2015) and may be subject to revision from time to time.

This booklet was produced by Filey Town Council May 2013
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Inner Circle

