
FBOG response to FTC letter 
 
Good morning David, I trust you’re safe and well? 
Thank you for the letter regarding the condition of and complaints about the main path in 
Parish Wood. 
Can I start off by saying that Ian Robinson and myself along with Martin Aston from 
Scarborough Council walked the path on Wednesday on our way to a site meeting regarding 
FFAS and found it to be in a good walkable condition apart from the area around the gate 
off of Pinewood Drive. Taking in to account the recent amount of rainfall and that it is a dirt 
path, plus the increase in footfall due to it now being a circular walk in PW then it is 
understandable that there will be some disturbance of the surface at this bottleneck. 
Initially the pedestrian gate wasn’t of the staggered type but one had to be fitted to deter 
people taking trail bikes and horses through which would have compounded the situation 
further. The rutting referred to will become a thing of the past as vehicular access to the 
field above PW will be via the Flood Alleviation work. We have had to padlock and chain the 
main gate as walkers were leaving this open which could have encouraged those people 
taking bikes and horses in to use it again. 
This is a ‘woodland walk’ and as such users should be aware they could meet soft conditions 
underfoot and as such should go, especially at this time of year, with appropriate footwear. 
Any work to try and ‘improve’ the path is not possible at the moment due to Covid 
restrictions not allowing volunteer groups to work. This does not, however, exclude Filey or 
Scarborough Council from doing the work. Ideally a hard core path, topped with crush and 
run, would be the answer but FBOG does not have the funds to cover this plus we would 
need approval from Filey Council and the relevant Planning Permission. These would also be 
required should any attempt be made to put a gutter and run-offs down the path. 
Unfortunately due to current circumstances there is nothing we can do as detailed above. 
Kindest regards 
Chris Hansell 
Chairman FBOG 
 


